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By Ludwig
Wahbe Tamari

While running the risk [
of sounding as if this is J8
an attempt to denigrate §
future plans to increase
the number or enlarge
the areas of the present [
free zone outlets; I feel _
prompted to laud such [
future plans only to the B
extent that they rec-
ognize the awareness of
the needs to liberalize
the national economy but certainly
not beczuse of the long-term ef-
fectiveness of such symptomatic
measures to accommodate the in-
crease in Jordan’s volume of inter-
national trade.

Jordan’s economic musts are ev-
idenced in their overall potentials,
namely, as a transit area, a storage
area and a pivotal landmark in re-
gional and international trade, with
emphasis on tourism. Ever keeping
within focus the untapped super rich
basin of “Minerals” in the Dead Sea
area and beyond; meaning, the Her-
culean plans, now under serious con-
sideration, t0 connect the Red Sea
with the Dead Sea. These plans, when
realized, and cértainly not during my
lifetime, would transform Jordan and
the neighbouring countries into a Bib-
lical “Garden of Eden”.

And by virtue of its unique geo-
graphical location, an economically
strong and stable Jordan will be the
one country most qualified to serve as
the catalyst of.goodwill between the
members of the family of nations in
the region. Here lies Jordan’s absolute
economic advantages along with -its
comparative economic potentials.

Mo secrets are involved in knowing
how, where and when the dictates of
the absolute economic advantages
should be given priority over and
above the comparatlve economic re-
wards or_vice versa. If anything, past

two economic advantages could, with
patience and zealous leadership, be
put back on the right track.
Nonetheless, in the light of the re-
cent economic sociopolitical realities
which are gripping the area in gal-
loping suddenness, Jordan can no
longer afford but to think Jordan.
Gone are the days when Jordan had
to acquiesce to the long practiced in-

of its neighbours.

Gone are the days when Jordan had
to choose to eke out a living of vol-
untary impoverishment.

Now is the time for Jordan to ex-
ercise its national prerogatives of ego-
tism and self interest.

Only a Jordan free from artificial
economic and political encumbrances
can be able to negotiate terms of mu-
tuality of interest with others.

Only a viable strong Jordanian
economy can genuinely render help
unto itself. And when Jordanians are
found helping one another, and in the
process, their country, others will
show readiness to help whenever help
is sought.

Only Jordan, the front door to the
Holy Land, the meliing pot of tri-
balism, particularism and sectar-
ianism, the oasis of peaceful co-
existence could, by example, help to
bring peace and meaningful moral
sustenance to the land of peace after
four thousand years of no peace.

Having said this, we ought to be re-
minded that political liberalization is
sternty concomitant, in particular, on
ecenomic liberalization.

Therefore, the decision to increase

y — —
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economic misapplications and Tack of.) h
proper -synchronization between' the -

transigence, cynicism and bickering .

xdenually ordained and prospcr

“J Ordan is prowdentlally
endowed to be a free
Zone tradmg area”

B the number of free zone
} outlets in the country
| could hardly qualify to
j be a function of polit-
B ical liberalization, iet
alone, of any marked
[ cnhancement to the ab-
§ solute and comparative
IRl cconomic advantages of
B the country.

B By definition, ec-
B cromic liberalization, in
@ any form or formula, is
} prompted by the need to
accommodate the ever
changing sociopolitical
demands and challengés in any so-
ciety. o

Economic liberalization, in prin-
ciple, is never meant to cure past ec-
onomic ills, but is a surgical approach
to present and existing economic
waywardness. )

And without mincing words, these
Lilliputian endeavors to increase the
number of free zone outlets, should at
best, be viewed as temporary stream-
lined extensions of the customs areas,
a new haven for furthering the ranks
of already under- paid civil servant;
and if the truth is to be told, no mean

.achievement in the art of a temporary

cosmetic dress-up fo stave away an
tmpending array of sociopolitical
problems. Such problems will ever re-
main Jordan’s lot unless and until
Jordan takes to think Jordan by de-
claring itself a free zone trading area
in its political boundaries, from
whence, the country becomes the
market, and the market the country.
Isn’t this what the W.T.O and

G.AT.T. is all about, and that the pre- -

conditions of which are what Jordan
should strive to realize?

When and if this comes to pass, Jor-
dan will then find itself, and I trust
ready and able to cope with the chal-
lenges of self-imposed policies of day
to day economic rewards, and years
and years of unsavory neglect of its
providentially endowed economic
musts. i B s

There and then, Jordan, once “’I‘he,
King’s Highway”, on€ of the marvels

of Imperial Romc, will, like the Ama-
bian phoenix, cause Jordan to resume
its role as the harbinger of peace and
security, and eventually the nucleus
of a free zone trading area for the
whole region to follow suit.
. Finally, this is for the eyes of those
who have hearts to care, and the ears
of those who care to listen.

Jordan’s raison d’etre, in this part
of the world, is tantamount to an act
of faith in its destiny.

Jordan of the 21st century, should
cease to remain a farm for transients
whose sole aim is to milk the place
and to satiate their appetites for mass
consumption of goods and services.

Jordan, the land of practiced de-
mocracy and freedom of speech,
should also become the land of equal
opporturity.

Jordan, the free zone trading area in
the region, can no more tolerate to re-
main pawned to bureaucratic red tape.

Jordan, the land of free economy,
will find itself liberated from the
stronghold of the centres of economic
power. For these centres of economic
power, (the backbore of the national
economy in their present structure)
will, willy nilly, find it in their im-
mediate interest to abandon their
closed shops of vested interest in re-
turn for better returns from an ec-
onomic cake which is as big as the
country and beyond.

In the final resort, whatever is done,
less in words and more in deeds, for
the betterment of all.

Jordan’s welfare and prosperity is a
commitment of wills. Do as prov-
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